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My name is Marilyn Clarke, and I am pleased to be the new IALS
Librarian. I started in my new role in September following the
retirement of David Gee in May. I am honoured to work alongside a
dedicated and talented team that maintains and delivers excellent
services to all the communities who use the IALS Library, from legal
scholars and researchers to LLM, MPhil and PhD students.

I have worked in the HE library sector for over 30 years and I am excited
to join such a prestigious library which holds world-class law collections
and archives of national and international standing, alongside leading
on and committing to the promotion of public access to legal
scholarship through digital resources, via IALS Digital.

IALS Library welcomes new Librarian, 
Marilyn Clarke 
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In my previous role as Library Director at Goldsmiths, University of London, I was heavily involved in
equity, diversity and inclusion work, leading on many initiatives in the library, the wider university, and
beyond, in the library sector.  I am a member of the SCONUL Executive Board, a member of the Bodleian
Libraries, University of Oxford, advisory board on racial equity, and I sit on the Editorial Board of the New
Review of Academic Librarianship.

As the first black or person of colour to lead the IALS Library, I am pleased to join the School of Advanced
Study which fosters inclusivity in line with the University of London’s strategic aims.Part of the ambitious
aims of the University’s Equality and Inclusion Strategy, is “to use the lens of equality and inclusion in all
areas of our work with students, staff, and partners and co-create solutions to widen participation,
improve access and ensure success”. For IALS Library this means serving each of our communities with
inclusivity and equity at the heart of everything we do. 

Since I started, IALS Library celebrated Black History Month with curated book and archives displays as
well as a guide to relevant resources.We also highlighted the fascinating history of our location, 17 Russell
Square, which was once the location of the ‘Colonial Centre’ in 1943, through a video presentation. Many
students featured in the photographs were law students. With thanks to the Library team for their great
work on this project.

Over the last 5 years, I have presented on the theme of decolonisation of library collections and
professional practices at several sector conferences, including: CILIP, CILIP Scotland, NoWAL, BLA, ILI365,
ARLIS, and LILAC.I have also written several professional articles on this subject and two book chapters,
both published in 2021 - Narrative Expansions: Interpreting Decolonisation in Academic Libraries, Facet
Publishing, and, Critical Library Pedagogy in Practice, Innovative Libraries Press. 

I look forward to working with the law library sector through ongoing collaboration with BIALL – British
Association of Law Libraries and IALL – International Association of Law Libraries and serving the IALS.

https://www.sconul.ac.uk/
https://www.london.ac.uk/sites/default/files/governance/equality-and-inclusion-strategy-2021-2025.pdf
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/events/black-history-month
https://biall.org.uk/
https://iall.org/


In October IALS Library marked Black History Month with
displays of material from our collections. 

Black History Month 
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The Colonial Centre provided accommodation and a social
hub for overseas students studying in London. 

You can see photos of the Colonial Centre in a short video
presentation and read more about the displays on our
website: Black History Month at IALS. 

Staff have also been working to uncover more
information about the history of the site where
the IALS building now stands, which was once
home to the ‘Colonial Centre’. 

https://ials.sas.ac.uk/events/black-history-month
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/events/black-history-month


In recent years, Information Resources team staff have been
working away quietly on the largest ever revision of the IALS
Classification Scheme: the set of rules by which we decide
where print books will be located in the Library, and the shelf
mark that appears on the Catalogue. The IALS Scheme is
unique to our collections and dates from the establishment of
the Institute in 1947.

Aims of the Reclassification Project include updating the
Scheme and reducing the number of books at larger
classmarks, making them easier to browse. In particular, this
involves reclassifying material from “SJ” classmarks - “Common
Law” countries - to individual jurisdictions. During this time,
books will be moving to their new locations and it will become
especially important to check the Catalogue for book
locations. The Catalogue will be updated in real time and we
are asking readers to be patient with us while we conduct
these moves, which we hope will ultimately make print books
easier to locate.

If you have any questions about finding books, using the
Catalogue or the Reclassification Project, please don’t hesitate
to ask.

Reclassification Project Update
 

New Open Access Title

The Signature in Law: From the Thirteenth
Century to the Facsimile 

New publication by IALS Fellow Stephen Mason
This new open access book has been published by
the University of London Press.

 The e-book is part of the OBserving Law open
book service for law. Our open access books are
free to read online and download as PDF files.
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https://ials.sas.ac.uk/digital/humanities-digital-library/observing-law-ials-open-book-service-law


E-resource updates
Elgar Encyclopedia of Human Rights 
The Elgar Encyclopedia of Human Rights is now available via Elgar
Online. This is a comprehensive reference work in the field of
international human rights protection, comprising over 340
entries. Remote access is available to all academic members of
the library.Access via the IALS Catalogue at Elgar Encyclopedia of
Human Rights. 
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Datenschutz- und Informationsfreiheitsrecht PREMIUM (Beck Online)
The Datenschutz- und Informationsfreiheitsrecht PREMIUM module is now included in our Beck Online
subscription. It covers data protection and freedom of information law, including commentaries,
handbooks, journals, cases, legislation, and forms. Onsite access in the library is available to all our
academic members. Remote access is available to IALS and SAS staff, fellows and students, and
University of London law staff and postgraduate students using a current IALS Library card. 
Access via the IALS catalogue at Beck-online: die Datenbank or via the IALS Law Databases page.

Brill Law eBooks
We continue to offer extensive access to law e-books on Brill Online. Academic library members have
access to all Human Rights & Humanitarian Law e-book collections as well as International Law e-book
collections to present. Currently that is around 2,300 e-books and new titles will be added every month. 
Remote access is available to all academic members of the library. Access via the IALS catalogue at Brill
Online or via the IALS Law Databases page. 

Elgar law 2021 e-book collection
The Elgar Law 2021 eBook Collection is now available via Elgar Online. 
This collection of 152 titles includes legal reference works, scholarly monographs, research handbooks
and companions. Remote access is available to all academic members of the library. Access all 152 e-
books via the IALS catalogue at Elgar Law 2021 E-book Collection.

Torrossa Digital Library 
IALS library now owns a selection of Italian and Spanish law e-books via the Torrossa Digital Library. 
Remote access is available to all academic members of the library.  Access via the IALS catalogue at
Torrossa Digital Library.

Remote Access to IALS E-resources 
Academic members of IALS Library continue to have remote access to most of our subscription e-
resources (e.g., legal databases, eBook packages and e-journal packages). Please see the IALS Law
Databases page for the complete alphabetical list and details on how to access.

E-resources - Dalia Maoz-Michaels, 
Senior Library Assistant (Cataloguing &

Acquisitions)
 

http://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4384916~S6
http://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b3054596~S6
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/library/legal-databases-and-digital-resources/law-databases
http://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b3399621~S6
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/library/legal-databases-and-digital-resources/law-databases
https://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/search~S6/?searchtype=t&searcharg=Elgar+Law+2021+E-book+Collection&searchscope=6&SORT=A&Submit.x=31&Submit.y=9
http://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4431669~S6
http://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b4431669~S6
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/library/legal-databases-and-digital-resources/law-databases


Books news

Investment Law's Alibis: Colonialism, Imperialism, Debt
and Development
David Schneiderman (Cambridge University Press, 2022)
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Gender and International Criminal Law
Indira Rosenthal, Valerie Oosterveld Rosenthal, Susana SáCouto (Oxford University Press,
2022)
The last few decades have seen remarkable developments in international criminal justice, especially in
relation to the pursuit of individuals responsible for sexual violence and other gender-based crimes.
Historically ignored, justified, or minimised, this category of crimes now has a heightened profile in the
international political and judicial arena. Despite this, gender is poorly understood, and blind spots,
biases, and stereotypes prevail.

The Law of the Sea: Normative Context and Interactions with other Legal Regimes
Edited by: Nele Matz-Lück, Øystein Jensen, Elise Johansen (Routledge, 2022)
The UN Convention on the Law of the Sea follows a comprehensive approach and can be interpreted
dynamically to include the regulation of all potential human uses of the ocean, but the law of the sea
cannot be viewed in isolation from other fields of international law. International law does not resemble
a hierarchically structured legal system, its different parts interact when different rules address the same
activity or situation. Connecting high quality research with new ideas and perspectives, this book offers
expertise from different fields and perspectives in which the interaction between the law of the sea and
other fields of international law becomes particularly relevant.

Do Right and Fear No One: A Life Dedicated to Fighting for Justice
Leslie Thomas QC (Simon & Schuster, 2022)
Inspired from a young age to help the marginalised and voiceless, Leslie Thomas QC has dedicated his
career to fighting for the underdog and holding the State to account. This intimate and personal record
of some of the most significant, controversial and disturbing legal cases of the last fifty years lays bare
the very heart of the law enforcement and judicial process.

This book aims to connect narratives associated with the past to the international regime that protects
property and contract rights of foreign investors. The book scrutinizes justifications offered to sustain
practices associated with colonialism, imperialism, civilized justice, debt, and development, revealing that
a number of the rationales offered in support of investment law disciplines replicate those arising out of
this discredited past. By revealing these linkages, the book raises concerns about investment law's
premises. It would appear that the normative foundations for today's regime reproduces discursive
practices that are less than compelling. 

Books news - Carole Farmer
Assistant Librarian –Information

Resources

https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Schneiderman%2C+David
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Rosenthal,%20Indira
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Rosenthal,%20Valerie%20Oosterveld
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=S%C3%A1Couto,%20Susana
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Matz-L%C3%BCck,%20Nele
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Jensen,%20%C3%98ystein
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Johansen,%20Elise
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Thomas%20QC,%20Leslie


People news
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Congratulations to these IALS
students who have recently been
awarded their PhDs.

Katerina Akestoridi

Thesis title: The accountability of
international financial institutions in
light of sustainable development goal
16: the role of MDBs’ independent
accountability mechanisms in
promoting sustainable development

FAyaz Bhojani

 Thesis title: Realising Developmental
Plans via the Mining Sector in
Tanzania: The Role of Law, Contracts
and BITs

PhD Success 
Katie Robinson, Graduate Trainee

Katie joined in September 2022, after
studying Politics and Sociology at the
University of Worcester. She will be with
the IALS Library for one year as a Graduate
Trainee Library Assistant, spending six
months in Academic Services and another
six in Information Resources. She is
excited to develop her understanding of

 the different teams of the library, and how they collaborate in
the running of an academic library.

Anna Smart, Graduate Trainee
Anna joined the IALS library at the start of
September 2022. She will be working with
the Academic Services and the
Information Resources teams, to help
provide assistance to all teams as
required. Anna recently graduated from
the University of Edinburgh in MA
Economics and is hoping to pursue a
career in librarianship

News produced in PDF format by Lindsey Caffin, Principal Library Assistant - IALS Digital
 

News compiled and distributed to UK law schools and libraries by: 
Alice Tyson Access Librarian
 Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
 University of London 
17 Russell Square 
London 
WC1B 5DR

 E-mail: alice.tyson@sas.ac.uk 

Telephone: 020 7862 5790

mailto:alice.tyson@sas.ac.uk
mailto:alice.tyson@sas.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/advancedlegalstudies/
https://www.instagram.com/ials_law/
https://ials.blogs.sas.ac.uk/
https://twitter.com/IALS_law

