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Easter opening hours 

Thursday 17th April: Open 10:00-20:30 

Friday 18th April to Monday 21st April:
Closed 

Tuesday 22nd April: Open 10:00-20:30 

Open as usual from 09:00 on Wednesday
23rd April



The Fischer Reading Room

The 3rd floor reading room has been officially named the Fischer Reading Room. This is in honour of a
very generous donation that has been made to the IALS library by the estate of Professor Thomas C
Fischer and Mrs Brenda A Fischer. Professor Fischer was an American legal academic with particular
interest in international law and globalisation. He spent a year at IALS in 1996 having been awarded an
Inns of Court Visiting Fellowship. 

Study Rooms

In response to their popularity, we have added three new study rooms to
our booking system. The booking system has also been upgraded, so now
all six study rooms can be booked online and users can check in and
unlock rooms using the keypads. 

We now have two group study rooms (Rooms 201 and 210), two
individual sound-proofed rooms (Rooms 203 and 204) and two individual
silent study rooms (Rooms 205 and 206). 

All rooms are on the 2nd floor and can be booked online for 2 hours at a
time. 

Reading room updates
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Over the last term, a number of changes have been made in the IALS library reading rooms. 

The gift to the library from the Fischer estate is
intended primarily for the acquisition of resources
relating to United States-European Union
relations and globalisation. 

We are very grateful to the Fischer family for this
kind gift, which will allow us to develop and enrich
our foreign, international and comparative law
collections to help support current and future
researchers in their work.

https://roombooking.ials.sas.ac.uk/


have also been moved from the lower second floor (L2) to the fourth floor. As this project is ongoing,
some Caribbean collections can still be found on the lower second floor with the classmark GN. As
and when these are reclassified to the classmark GR, they will be moved up to the fourth floor,
alongside the rest of the material. The library catalogue records are always up-to-date so you can
check on the catalogue to make sure you have the right classmark. 

The work to reclassify our collections is motivated by the desire to challenge and address the ways in
which the legacy of the British empire and colonialism has shaped how the library is and has been
organised, tying in with other projects to decolonise the library and its collections. 

Library staff have been working with dance artist and scholar, Anna Macdonald, during her time as a
practitioner in residence at IALS. As a result of her work at IALS, Anna produced a short film called
Changes in Light, which looks at the process of decolonising and reclassifying the IALS library’s
collections, in particular the movement from Caribbean material from the lower second to the fourth
floor. 

Changes in Light is now available to watch on the IALS website. You might see some familiar faces!
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A new home for GR

Some significant changes have been made to the location of some of the
library collections. This is as a result of a long-term project to reclassify
and relocate some of the materials in the library. 

As of Spring 2025, library staff have begun to reclassify and move our
Caribbean collections. Resources that were previously kept at the
classmark GN (for the Commonwealth Caribbean and the West Indies),
will be moved to the classmark GR. Once this move is complete, all
resources relating to the geographical area of the Caribbean, Central
America and Mexico will be found at GR. 

In addition to the reclassification, all resources with the classmark GR 

A still from Changes in Light, featuring IALS Librarian Marilyn Clarke

https://ials.sas.ac.uk/news/changes-light-moving-image-2024-18m-32s-now-available-view
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/news/changes-light-moving-image-2024-18m-32s-now-available-view


Katie Radford
Access Librarian

There are plenty of helpful and valuable ways in which AI tools can be used to support your academic
study and writing. Good uses of AI are those that enable you to enhance your own study or writing
process, without producing content or ideas for you. An example would be asking AI to help you
interpret and understand a complex idea or concept in a journal article. But remember you should not
be using content generated by AI in your work as if it were your own, as this is likely to breach your
institution’s academic integrity policy. 

With fears about plagiarism and academic integrity in mind, it can be hard to know what is acceptable
and what isn’t when it comes to AI. Our top tip for figuring out what you can and can’t use AI for in your
academic work is to imagine AI as another person. This doesn’t need to be an intelligent and sentient
cyborg, but it is a useful way of understanding how you should and shouldn’t use AI. Ask yourself: would
this be acceptable if it was another person instead of AI? If the answer is no, you shouldn’t be using
generative AI for this purpose either. 

Using AI for academic work 
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The examples above are taken from our new AI and academic work library guide. On this
guide, there is further advice on using AI in your academic work, including information
about academic integrity and guidance on how to acknowledge and cite your use of AI in
your work using OSCOLA. If you need any further help, get in touch with us by email
ials@sas.ac.uk or LiveChat via the library website. 

Would you ask the
Terminator to write
your dissertation for

you?

https://libguides.ials.sas.ac.uk/ai-academicwork
mailto:ials.sas.ac.uk
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/ials-library


E-resource updates
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Dalia Maoz-Michaels, 
Senior Library Assistant (Cataloguing &

Acquisitions)

We now offer full access to the Bloomsbury law e-book collections. 

International in scope, these collections support academic study and professional
implementation of law.  

Titles are sourced from Hart Publishing, Bloomsbury Professional, Nomos, and C.H. Beck.  

All our academic members can access the Bloomsbury law collections in the library and
remotely.  

Access is via the IALS Library catalogue. 

Remote Access to IALS E-resources 

Academic members of IALS Library continue to have remote access to most of our subscription
e-resources (e.g. legal databases, eBook packages and e-journal packages). 

Please see ‘IALS Law Databases’ for the complete alphabetical list and details on how to access

Bloomsbury Law E-book Collections 

http://catalogue.libraries.london.ac.uk/record=b3803711~S6
https://libguides.ials.sas.ac.uk/az/databases


Books news
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Featured new books selected by the
Information Resources team

The Derecognition of States. Gëzim Visoka (University of Michigan Press, 2024)

Although a great deal is known about the recognition of states, less is known about the practice of
derecognition of states, namely why and how states withdraw the recognition of other contested and
partially recognized states. The Derecognition of States offers a global and comparative outlook of this
unexplored diplomatic practice. Using original empirical research, it addresses the complex processes,
justifications, and consequences of state derecognition. In particular, it provides unique insights into five
aspirant states facing withdrawal of recognition: Taiwan, Western Sahara, Abkhazia, South Ossetia, and
Kosovo. 

Gëzim Visoka argues that state derecognition is a highly controversial and unstable practice that has less
to do with the unfulfillment of the conditions of statehood by the claimant than with the advancement of
the self-interest of the former base state and derecognizing state. The derecognition of states is not a
rule; rather, it is an exception in international diplomacy, driven by political expediency, and is
incompatible with original rationales for granting recognition. Yet, the derecognition of states is far more
important than previously recognized in shaping the reversal dynamics of secession and state creation
and in influencing regional peace, geopolitical rivalries, and the international order. By analysing the
withdrawal of recognition, the book offers a window into the reversal politics of unbecoming a sovereign
state and how the arbitrary beginning and the end of diplomatic relations between states take place.

The Russian-Ukrainian Conflict and War Crimes: Challenges for Documentation and
International Prosecution. Edited by Patrycja Grzebyk, Dominika Uczkiewicz  (Routledge,
2024)

A multidisciplinary examination of the international crimes committed in the Russia-Ukraine War, and
the challenges of their prosecution and documentation.

As the largest international armed conflict in Europe since World War II, Russia’s war against Ukraine has
provoked strong reactions and questions about the post-1945 world order, the utility of the war, and the
effectiveness of international criminal justice. Throughout the chapters in this volume, scholars and legal
practitioners from Canada, Germany, Poland, Ukraine, the UK and the United States present the results
of interdisciplinary research, insights from the perspective of other post-communist states, and first-
hand expertise from directly working on the documentation and prosecution of these crimes. This offers
a broader picture of post-Cold War relations and sheds light on the roots and nature of the war and the
importance of regional approaches. The chapters also present some possible responses to the crimes
committed in the conflict, with a focus on a victims-centered approach to transitional justice.

https://press.umich.edu/Contributors/V/Visoka-Gezim
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Grzebyk,%20Patrycja
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Uczkiewicz,%20Dominika
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By Clare Cowling, Archivist, Institute
of Advanced Legal Studies (IALS)

Queer Engagements with International Law: Times, Spaces, Imaginings. Edited by Claerwen
O'Hara, Tamsin Phillipa Paige  (Routledge, October 2024)

For some time now, queer theorists and legal scholars who think with queer theory have asked, what
happens when queer theory moves out of its home base of gender and sexuality? The chapters in this
book begin to answer this question by applying insights from queer theory to a diverse array of
international law topics, from travaux préparatoires and international judging to the environment,
oceans and outer space. While some contributions maintain a focus on gender and sexual diversity, all
are characterised by a shift away from questions about LGBTIQA+ people towards wider discussions
about power, normality, difference and liberation in international law. Through these engagements, the
book demonstrates how queer theory can provide insights into a range of international law issues by
allowing us to ‘make strange’ the taken-for-granted and contributing to a broader practice of reading for
difference rather than dominance. The book engages with contemporary challenges in international law,
from the climate crisis to new military technologies, such as automated naval vessels. It also showcases
the diversity of approaches to queering international law that are emerging, with some authors drawing
attention to the violence of (neo-)colonial international law and others engaging in more utopian and
reparative thinking.

Aesthetics of Law: From Methodology to Manifestations. Edited by Kamil Zeidler, Joanna
Kamień  (Springer, 2024)

Aesthetics of Law deals with the relationship between law and beauty by searching for aesthetic values
in the law itself (an internal perspective), by finding material related to law in art and culture (an external
perspective), and, lastly, by demonstrating the impact of legal norms on what can be broadly understood
as beauty (law as a tool of aestheticization). Regarding all these phenomena, the book ultimately allows
us to see the law more clearly and more profoundly. What is more, the law does not function, nor has it
ever functioned, separately from its means of expression, which are incontrovertibly subject to aesthetic
interpretation.

If we think about law in this way, perceiving not only the message, but also the manner in which it is
conveyed, the whole set of means and tools used, the perfection and beauty of the form, then we will
see art in it. After all, the widely known and still applicable ancient maxim ius est ars boni et aequi
equates law and art. This alone should be an argument for aesthetic reflection on the law, a field of
endeavour that should never have been abandoned.

Fragile Foundations: The Application of English Criminal law to Crimes Committed in New
Zealand between 1826 and 1907. David Collins  (Te Herenga Waka University Press, 2024)

The arrival of Europeans in Aotearoa brought about an inevitable clash between the laws and values of
Maori societies and those of the newcomers. Like a subduction zone between two tectonic plates, each
pressing against the other, this clash led to ruptures, often with long-term consequences. This ground-
breaking book examines a series of notable criminal trials in order to understand how the indiscriminate
application of English criminal law in New Zealand during the 19th century shaped the landscape of
contemporary society. These trials partially explain why Maori continue to be adversely affected by [New
Zealand’s] criminal justice system, and also expose the punitive way in which English criminal law was
applied during the pre-colonial and colonial eras - a trait that is never far from the surface of modern
New Zealand society.

A full list of books recently added to the library’s collections is available on our website: New Additions to the Library.  

https://www.wildy.com/books?author=O%27Hara,%20Claerwen
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=O%27Hara,%20Claerwen
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Paige,%20Tamsin%20Phillipa
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Kamil%20Zeidler
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Joanna%20Kamie%C5%84
https://www.wildy.com/books?author=Joanna%20Kamie%C5%84
https://ials.sas.ac.uk/ials-library/finding-ials-collections-and-resources/new-additions-library#recent-additions


People news
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PhD Success

Bader Al Dosari 

The legality of the blockading states’ airspace restrictions against Qatar in international law and their
impact on the principle of state sovereignty and firs’ distribution

Nearest tube stations: Russell
Square and Holborn

Buses:  68, 1, 91, 14

Transport

Email: ials@sas.ac.uk

Phone: 0207 862 5800

Contact Us

How to Find Us
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